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FESTIVE OVERTURE was written to cele-
brate the University of Dublin’s approval of a
doctoral dissertation by Siobhán Donovan.

It seems appropriate that the completion of
her study of the poetry of Matthias Claudius
(–), whose hymn ‘Wir pflügen und
wir streuen’ is sung at harvest thanksgiving
services the world over, should be marked by a
work based on that hymn’s famous tune.
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